
Absentee and Early Voting 

in America 



Who can vote? 
All U.S. Citizens except: 
 

• Citizens under the age of 18 
 

• Some prisoners and convicted felons (depending on the state of 

residence) 

• In some states, U.S. citizens who have never resided in the U.S. 

are not allowed to vote 



What are the steps 

required to vote? 
1. Register to vote in your home voting district 

• Download FPCA application from FVAP.gov or pick up from U.S. 
embassy or military station 

• Submit Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) to register to vote and 
request an absentee ballot at the same time (by mail, fax, or email 

depending on the state) 
*FVAP means Federal Voting Assistance Program 
**Voter identification and registration deadlines vary by state.  Most states require the 
last four digits of your social security number and/or your driver’s license number.   

 



2. Receive ballot from home voting district via mail, fax, or email 
• Or – complete Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot which can be 

downloaded from FVAP.gov or picked up from the U.S. Embassy or 
military station 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



3.  Complete ballot and send to home voting district by mail, fax, or email 
• Can be mailed free of postage personally or sent through 

Diplomatic/Military mail service by embassy or military station 
  *Some states require there to be a witness when completing a ballot: 

 Alabama (2 witnesses), Alaska (1 witness), Virginia (1 witness), Wisconsin (1  witness), 
 Puerto Rico (1 witness) 



Frequently Asked Questions 
• Can I register or vote in-person at the embassy or consulate? 

There are no provisions for in-person voting or onsite registration at U.S. embassies 
or consulates.  
 

• Where is my "legal voting residence"? 
For voting purposes, "legal voting residence" can be the State or territory where 
you last resided prior to entering military service OR the State or territory that you 
have since claimed as your legal residence. 
 

• When is the best time to apply for an absentee ballot? 
It is recommend that you register to vote/request an absentee ballot in January of 
each year, or at least 90 days before Election Day 
 

• When should I receive my ballot? 
States and territories begin mailing ballots at least 45 days before an election. If you 
have not received your ballot 30 days before the election, contact your local 
election official. 
If you have requested an absentee ballot from your State but have not received it, 
you can also vote by using the backup Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB). You 
may submit the FWAB at any time after you submit your FPCA. 
 

 



Early Voting 
• Most states allow for early voting and “no-excuse” absentee voting Sep-Nov 









Voter Identification Requirements 



Voting Stations 


